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Reviewed by’
Larry Swindell

Inquirer Book Editor,

 The first impuise is to sigh over

the appearance of yet another book
abdut Lee Harvey Oswald. . . e plu-
. ribus unum. But wait;.this one is as
» different - as. it7/is. unexpected:” a
- strong, thoughtful, and very read-
* abje agcount’of - Marina‘ Alexand-

.Toy’s turbulent romance and abra--
“sivie marriage ‘with the ‘man who:

¢ would: assassinate .John - Kenned
» then himself be slain. &
R EtU REr :

" There has certainly been no “Os
: wald book” like this one, nor is it
" Hkely. to~ be:-duplicated.” Marina

. Oswald, the frighténed, dismayed.

1 widow who understood no Erglish,

THE OSWALDS—Eee,
danghter June, in Russia in 1962.

. _sought early to avoid the.glare .of .

attention, ‘and remained inaccessi-.
‘ble to newsmen and would-be biog- .|
raphers even after. making a new.

- “life -for herself, remarried and liv-
ing in suburban-Dallas and learn--

ingto speak English well. """ - s
- But there was one early excep

- 'tion. Priscilla- Johnson McMillan, a:

" Bryn - Mawr - product ‘who became-

'al years'a working journalist in the -

:.primarily because she had met and:
" interviewed Lee - Harvey - Oswald
““when he.was an American defl it
. inxthe'SQvifa.t_U P thig

" Compounding the

aide to-John;Kennedy when he wa
- a senator, qualifying-for.a time®

very:nearlysa’good . friend . tothe:

man' destined. for_presidential me

tyrdom

. writer but a skilled and scrupulous

fluent in Russian and was for. sever- oA '

Soyriet Union,. won.-Marina’s confi-:|
dence soon after thie assassinations, | -

_Compoinding the irony, Priscilla‘|
McMillan -had- also’ been been an

. Oswald for several months during
the immediate devastation. of her
widowhood, and relived with Mari- -
na the woman's life, but with em-
phasis- on her fime — less : than
three years — with Oswald. Marina
opened up to the woman whor of--
-feréd compassion . and spoke her.

“language, and the deferred issue of

* their extended meeting is a chroni- J
cle of remarkable completeness and
 detail, intimate and.involving. ., -

1t is ‘important-to- consider ‘tha
‘this is not-an “as'told to” autobiog-
raphy.. Mrs.- McMillan is no ghost-:

sjournalist- who, as’author, brings’
her ~own: ‘perspective’ — ‘not. just:f
-Marina’s — to bear on'every page. .
».-.No.dogbt there will be some carp--
+'ing-that the: book is self-serving for
-Marina; and‘that.some of her recol-

_courageous book _ d 3
““also: for' Priscilla-McMillan, whose
7 previous literary endeavor was the
'translation of. Svetlana: Alliluyeva's,
. #Twenty Letters to a Friend.” - 2"
For- most readers, . the: primary’
ure .will be. the psychological por-{
‘trait of Lee Oswald, for wWhich Mrs..
-~ McMillan * has supplemented - re-
/. search far beyond her sessions-with 7
- Marina.*’ . e
" Her - evidence. authenticates ‘Lee.
" Harvey~ Oswald as an ' authenfic.
- American tragedy. His- troubles.
" began in the womb, when his fa-
ther died two months before he was-
- born. He struggled to escape a de-:
* vouring mother. He wanted fame or.
“'an-equivalent certification of iden-
% tity. He .wa$ “politically naive and.y
- impressionable;, thirsty for commit:
*'ment, a dedicated. Marxist without®
7 the- intellectual capacity to be one.
" He.was always terribly confused. '
" _Conspiracy. theorists will not like-
‘this book, - which i 1mplies L Mrs.
“McMillan’s basic acceptance of the
“‘Warren Commission findings. Cer-~
"’ tainly. Marina Oswald; was con-?
*_yinced-that her husband had mur-:
< dered the president, and that he’;
" had acted alone, The Oswald: char-{
‘acterized here is no one the .Cli.
“ would: be likely'to touch’ with that™
- well-known 10-foot pole. e
“- But while .Lee Oswald definitely: .
“ vwas one-of  life’s losers,.. Marina® .,
" emerges as a born.survivor and an
; i ultimate “'winner.”:She “may not"} .
' . capture your heart, but k-believe she_

%

= deserves to. .»
SerAl wEE e o

Approved For Release 2005/01/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200030008-3



